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St. Francis Xavier Parish - Chinese Catholic Centre

438 Great Northern Way, Vancouver, B.C. V5T 4S5
. Fax: 604-254-7557
@ 28 Email: parlsh sfx@rcav org Z}iﬁ_ Website: http //sfX.rcav. org

Sunday, 23rd November, 2025 (Year C)

‘ / Thirty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
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“Solemnity of Jesus Christ, King of the Universe”

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Today is the final Sunday of the liturgical year, and we are
celebrating the Solemnity of Christ the King. There is a profound
significance of ending the liturgical year with this special feast
day. The fulfilment of salvation history and the fulfilment of the
Church is in Jesus. Today’s Gospel reveals to us what kind of
king Jesus is, and he outlines how we should live out our
citizenship in his eternal kingdom. Jesus is a leader who gave his
life for his subject; while hanging on the cross, he allows his
moment of great suffering to give us our greatest consolation.
Jesus even says to the criminal on his right, “Truly I say to you,
today you will be with me in paradise.” How does Jesus rule his
people? He does not rule with punitive judgment, but radical
mercy. As long as we are willing to turn back to him, it is never
too late for us to return to God’s embrace. Jesus’ mercy is greater
than all of our sins, and the grace of Jesus will always reunite us to
his heart. The reward of eternal salvation isn’t a distant dream, we
can taste it in our earthly lives through the grace of God. As such,
we need to frequently examine our conscience, and confess our
sins. As stated in the Lord’s Prayer, we should also be willing to
show mercy towards our brothers and sisters and pray for them.
We should also be willing to admonish others and journey with
them on the path of receiving God’s mercy.

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, we must acknowledge
Christ as king in our hearts, and not allow ourselves to be ruled by
the desires of the flesh. ...To be continued on p.3
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Mass Schedule
Saturday Anticipated Mass: 4:30pm (Mandarin)

2:00pm (Mandarin)
Weekday Mass : Happy Manor 8am Monday to Saturday
SFX Parish 9am Monday to Saturday

Reconciliation| After Mass or By appointment: 604-254-2727

The Adoration Chapel is open from 8am to 7pm every day
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Intentions For
Daily Eucharist

P ¥ Date 1. % Intention éf’é—‘f‘f Offered by
FRE A AFEA QP
Popiag L RE FEEE
RE, TS LR Mavy & Vyanna Cheung
i M- 2 3 Lai Mak Koi Annie Chow
BRI, 30kY, BRE, 2RX (Irene Law
i M- Denny AL Leung's Family
N F £ 3 Christina Wong
i M Sandra Young Winnie Lam
i 1 Florence Sze Maria Lau & Family
Mo A, A A Frances Wong & Family

ap i i David Lee Helen Lee
Sunday |if - Paul Fong Margaret & Philip Wu

117 23 p | M < 35 MEIE 4+ |Lisa, Ming Lau & Family
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1& 'M &M)u ,* BB |Susanna Leung
EoH 4R %" Alice & Joseph
wr %% :M% Iy
i M Anna 3§ # Janice Ip
i M Cecilia Tsang Dennis Tsang
i M- Cecilia Tsang THE>FAE
iE M- Joseph Ricardo Mok Janice Ip
N A R EAE, Ep A®  |Janice Ip & Family
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if W2 2 Lai Mak Koi Annie Chow
1§I$/u3\nzﬂ< 3o E
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% 8 - | & Paul Fong Margaret & Philip Wu
Monday | < # RFF, e Alex & Janet Poon
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if M Anna 3§ % Janice Ip
if M Lai Mak K01 Irene Law
M I B X RERE, * BFHK [Susanna Leung
if M Cecilia Tsang Dennis Tsang
3¢ M- Cecilia Tsang THAL LT
i M- Joseph Ricardo Mok Janice Ip
PR R EME ER S Janice Ip & Family
,; 2 R Liza Wong
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% #p = |3 M David Lee Helen Lee
Tuesday | - Denny Leung Leung's Family
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111 257 ¢ M Cecilia Tsang EHE L AR i Joseph Ricardo Mok Janice Ip
iE M Cecilia Tsang Dennis Tsang A ERHE £ A ® |Janice Ip & Family
i p Joseph Ricardo Mok Janice Ip LFERERPEARALRE Edward Ng
N R A ERE, £ 4 # |Janice Ip & Family EMHEx 2 ER TEEE
MK F ok Helina Seto ENF $ox Mandy & William
i ‘H— W ;‘ Mandy & William MR F Dorothy Ma
i 5. Lai Mak Koi Annie Chow i M- Denny ¥ 45 A% Leung's Family
i g A ED TrEE i A 2 2 Lai Mak Koi Annie Chow
iE W Denny 2 4544 Leung's Family N R F Helina Seto
lg'fg.;iimi,f 3EE 2 R Eo |EMERP P AR 3 E
I B & R O EEZ RA Saturday |[if #- 3F o * A
i M Cecﬂla Tsang ;ifr#é?g 11729 p R N R 4 Regina Leung
8= | M Cecilia Tsang EH L AR HA A JESe Christine Kwan
Wednesday|i£ - Cecilia Tsang Dennis Tsang B F S Edward & Irene Chiu
11 7 26 P |i£ H- Joseph Ricardo Mok Janice Ip 3¢ M- Cecilia Tsang Dennis Tsang
i M Maria %5 9% ﬁ’ Alice Tse 3¢ M Joseph RiCardo Mok Janice Ip
F N S Ed # ¥ i1 2 Dianne Woo 3¢ M Cecilia Tsang FErFALE
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e 2 N7 S | Continued from page 1 ... ...
RN pPETE LARAR, 2 A Susanna Leung We must always remember to root ourselves in God’s love, as we
B A ERME K & # |Janice Ip & Family say to Jesus, “Remember me when you come into your
i W Denny 3% 45424 Leung's Family kingdom.” The repentant thief on the cross experienced God’s
AWM ML ZE kW FE |Lucy Tang limitless mercy. God loves us so much that he wants all to be
F N S Ed Mandy & William saved, that means no matter what we have done, there is always
MK E o Teresa Chan hope. We must acknowledge our sinfulness, ask for God’s mercy
DR S TEEE and extend God’s mercy towards others. We are coming to the
i Paul & 2T w ¥ FREL e end of the Jubilee year, and this is a time to ask ourselves what
oy [EHE I T we have done for our king, Jesus Christ, dur.ing this year Qf great
Edpe FRTS preny Z g mgmﬁcanc.:e. Have we allowed Jesus to be king over our lives? .
Thursday | , — LEERE AR Have we listened to his commandments and been a witness of his
110270 % i «i;?«iu ;jL:;* R% i S:S?nﬁa Leung truth, beauty and goodness?
i " gn:a b iﬁ ;anijlp Dgar brothers and si§t§rs in Christ, the kingdom of Jesus is
i M Cecilia Tsang Dennis Tsang estabhshed. upon authgrltles and power but upon Fhe heart of
, A E repentant sinners. He isn’t a stern judge who punishes us, but a
i€ b Cecilia Tsang R [ﬂf" S merciful father who loves us. He isn’t a king who keeps his
i, B Cecilia Ts.ang Rovamg Lau Yim Fong distance, but he comes into our midst in order to bring us into his
EH-J Oseph Ricardo Mok~ |Janice Ip glory. He does not dominate our free will with power and
M M EHF ¥ p & # |Janice Ip & Family oppression, but wins over our heart with a love that conquers sin.
EHRE Dorothy Ma His throne is not made of gold or ivory, but is the cross upon
i M- Denny % 45 4% Leung's Family which he died. His crown isn’t made with jewels but with thorns.
EH R éﬁ:& , PR ¥ oE His victory was won not by defeating an army, but by defeating
T i M2 3 Lai Mak Koi Annie Chow sin and death. Let us all imijtate the faith displaye.d by the
;F ,"d— i g s e FEEE repentant thief, who at a point of pain and suffering, is able to
. Hrl zalg ; MR FREE P o mutter the words “Remember me.” We pray that we may also
S BT E, A 2RY 4 258 [Susanna Leung receiv.e the grace he received‘ on the cross as Jegus says, “today
e A _E ALz pA igu will be with me in paradise.” May Jesus reign in our heart as
M Anna X § £ anice [ 1ng.
i,i #g e : ]{/[anc;y gL William May God’s merciful love be with us always.
ER B A AR A %—bﬁsﬁ%/ﬁ‘f,}-&ﬁs;& . Fr. Chi Hung Ly, CSJB
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* St. Francis Xavier Gala Dinner 2025
All parishioners are sincerely invited to go to the Parish Life
Centre (PLC) after Mass to purchase tickets for the Gala
Dinner. For those who are unable to attend, donations or gift
sponsorships are warmly welcomed. A tax receipt will be
issued for monetary donations.

* December 3™ - St. Francis Xavier Parish 92nd
Anniversary Feast Day Celebration

St. Francis Xavier Parish celebrates the 92nd Anniversary
Feast Day Celebration. We will celebrate the Thanksgiving
Mass of the Feast of St. Francis Xavier on Wednesday,
December 3rd.

* 9:00 am English School Mass

¢ 7:30 pm Chinese (Cantonese & Mandarin) Mass

All parishioners are invited to celebrate with us.

* December 7th (Sunday) SEX English Advent Retreat

Spiritual Director: Fr. Francis Ching, CC
Title: Mary Our Hope
Time: 11:15am Holy Mass
1:15pm to 4:15pm Retreat
Venue: St Francis Xavier Parish, Divine Mercy Room
Contact: Pamela Ho, 604-763-7782

* December 8 (Monday) Solemnity of the

Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
9:00am: Chinese Mass

7:30pm: Trilingual Mass (Cantonese, Mandarin & English)

All parishioners are warmly invited to join the celebration, to
give thanks for the grace of the Immaculate Conception, and to
share in the joy and hope brought to the world through Our
Blessed Mother.

* Year 2026 Sunday Envelopes:

Year 2026 Sunday Envelopes are ready for pick up before or
after Sunday masses in front of parish office.
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* December 12 (Friday) - Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe

2nd Anniversary Memorial Mass for Sr.

YVeronica Tang

A Trilingual Memorial Mass (Cantonese, Mandarin & English)
will be held on Friday, December 12th at 7:30pm to
commemorate the second anniversary of Sr. Veronica Tang’s

(BIMEIFAE L) passing. After the Mass, flowers will be offered
to Our Lady of Guadalupe, followed by the “Consecration to
Our Lady of Guadalupe”, entrusting ourselves to her loving
care. All parishioners are warmly invited to join in prayer and
love, remembering Sr. Tang and the faith-filled witness she
shared with us.

* December 14th (Sunday) SFX General Meeting

Fr. Joseph Ly will convene the SFX General Meeting on
Sunday, December 14th at 1:00pm in the St. Joseph Room to
plan for the 2026 Parish Activity Calendar. We invite all
Pastoral and Finance Council members, along with two
representatives from each sodality and group to participate.

* “Keep Christ in Christmas” Poster Contest
The Knights of Columbus “Keep Christ in Christmas” poster
contest will begin on Nov. 22nd, 2025 to Dec. 7th, 2025 to
remind society that at Christmas we honor the “Birth of Jesus
Christ”. Contest entrants compete in one of three age groups —
ages 5-7, ages 8-10, and 11-14. Please obtain an official entry
form and poster paper provided from the Knight of Columbus
board or booth in the PLC. For more detailed information,
please contact Keith Ma (keithma.kofc10500@gmail.com). The
deadline for submitting your posters will be Dec 09, 2025.
Thank you in advance for your participation.

* Update Personal Particulars for Donation Receipt
Any changes in your personal particulars such as address
changes, tax receipt's name change, and please update them for
your donation tax receipt of 2025. To make sure the tax receipt
is ready and valid for the year 2025, please contact the Parish
Office by December 31, 2025.

* 2026 Calendars and New Christmas Card
Collection

On behalf of Archdiocese of Vancouver’s Prison Ministry, the
ladies club will collect the above items during Advent season.
Please drop items off at PLC where there is a box marked

“ Collection”. Deadline will be January 4, 2026. Thank you for
your support.
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Pope's prayer Intention for November 2025
For the prevention of suicide

Let us pray that those who are struggling with suicidal
thoughts might find the support, care and love they need in
their community, and be open to the beauty of life.

SFX Parish Bulletin, email: sfx.parish.bulletin@gmail.com. Deadline of Submission: Thursdays at 8pm for announcement, Wednesdays at 8pm for

photos ***All announcements must obtain approval by parish pastor. Parish Bulletin Committee reserves the right of publication and final edition***
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Novena of Grace in Honour of Saint Francis Xavier

http..//www.sacredspace.ie/novenas/francisxavier

We suggest that you: 1. read the story from the life of Saint Francis, 2. ponder on the 'Reflection' for a few minutes, 3. pray the novena prayer

Day 1: The Early Years (1506-1525)
Francis was born in 1506, in Javier, a small village in the province of Navarre
to the north of Spain. He was a Basque, the fifth and last child of local land
owners. His two brothers and two sisters were in their teens when Francis was
born. Their family home was a castle. They had their own private chapel,
where Mass would be said by a local priest. Sadly, his father died when he was
very young, and the family lost their land and home in a war with Spain. His
mother, a very devout Catholic, with the help of the local priests, made sure
that he received a good education.
At the age of 19, Francis went off to study in Paris. His intention was to revive
the fortunes of his family by becoming an eminent cleric. He was bright and
vibrant, with a zest for life and a desire to gain profit from it. The one thing he
lacked was a clear focus in his life.
Day 2: Francis meets Ignatius Loyola in Paris (1529-1534)

Do | recognise the need for God in my life?
In his early years in the University of Paris, Francis tended to put more effort
into sports and the night life of the city than into his studies.
A turning point in his life was his encounter with a fellow Basque, Ignatius of
Loyola. As a mature student of 38 years, Ignatius was beginning his studies at
the University of Paris. He was assigned to the same student quarters as
Francis and Peter Faber. At first Francis was not attracted to Ignatius. He saw
him as a middle-aged religious enthusiast. He even made fun of him in public.
After five years of patiently encouraging and supporting Francis, Ignatius
finally broke through Francis' mask of self-sufficiency. He challenged him
with the question Christ put to His disciples, “What does it profit a man if he
gain the whole world but lose his own soul?” (Mark 8:36).

Day 3: Francis and Ignatius gather a “group of friends” (1534-1536)
Ignatius Loyola directed Francis and some others through his 'Spiritual
Exercises' - 30 days of prayer and reflection on life and its purpose.

After a period of reflection on the call of Christ to His disciples, and time spent
in consideration of his own response to the love of God, Francis decided to
join Ignatius and some others to form a “group of friends” who would offer
themselves to God for service in the Catholic Church.

Day 4: Francis and his companions in Rome (1536-1539)

After Paris, Ignatius and his companions decided to travel to Rome to be at
the service of the Pope. In Rome, they worked in hospitals, looking after the
sick. They begged for alms, and preached about the love of God.

On June 24, 1537, Francis, Ignatius, and four other companions were
ordained priests. As the group grew, the work entailed correspondence with a
vast number of people. Francis became secretary to Ignatius. This cannot
have been an appealing work an outgoing person like Francis.

In 1539 King John of Portugal asked the Pope for two Jesuits to go to India.
Two others were chosen, but at the last minute one of them fell ill, and
Francis was asked by Ignatius to take his place. He accepted.

Day 5: The mission of Francis in South Asia — 1542-1549 (part 1)
Travelling from Rome to Lisbon and then on to Goa took Francis almost two
years. (In 1540, the Pope established the “Companions of Jesus” as a
religious order in the Catholic Church. They were later to be called the
'Society of Jesus', and to become more popularly known as the Jesuits.)

When Francis arrived in Goa in 1542, he had a reputation for helping the
poor and the sick, and zealously seeking to encourage people to live a good
life. It was recorded that Francis always looked happy, despite two months of
continual seasickness, and other illnesses along the way.

In 1542 the Portuguese Governor of Goa asked Francis to teach the pearl
fishers (Paravas) of Cape Comorin in South India. They were nominal
Christians, but had received no formal instructions on their new faith, because
no priest had ever learned their language. He set about learning Tamil, the
local language, and managed to translate the Creed.

He experienced the loneliness of working in a foreign culture. He had been
promised two Jesuit helpers, but they never arrived. After a year he decided to
return to Goa to see what had happened to them. He was so well accepted by
the people that a number of young Paravas went along with him to be trained
for Christian ministry.

Day 6: The mission of Francis in South Asia — 1542-1549 (part 2)

Francis found the behaviour of Europeans in India difficult to bear. Too
many of the Portuguese officials and traders were determined not to let his
pursuit of souls interfere with their pursuit of riches.

At one point Francis writes: "l am so sick of life that the best thing for me
would be to die for the defence of our faith. It is difficult to see so many sins
committed and to be able to do nothing." Despite these negative feelings,

Francis continued his missionary efforts with enthusiasm.

Day 7: The mission of Francis in South Asia — 1542-1549 (part 3)

Francis Xavier spent seven years on the South India coast, constantly travelling
up and down, preaching, teaching, consoling, comforting, begging for the poor,
visiting the sick.

Francis believed that those who were not baptised were destined never to
share the delights of heaven. But he also wanted to share the love of Christ
with others. His journeys became part of his urgent task to baptise as many
people as possible. He baptised thousands of people. Francis always saw a
person as a whole, body, mind and spirit. He was concerned about material
needs as well as spiritual ones.

As the extent of the continent of Asia, with the populous nations of India,
Japan and China, became apparent to him, Francis appealed to Ignatius for
others to share the work with him.

Day 8: Francis, First Missionary to Japan (1549-1551)

Do | find strength in my prayer and in my relationship with Jesus?
During his years in South Asia, Francis visited Malacca in Malaysia on a number
of occasions It was there he met and converted his first Japanese. Anjiro made
a deep impression on him. Francis wrote to Ignatius, “If all the Japanese are as
keen to learn as Anjiro...they must have the most enquiring minds of any
people in the lands hitherto discovered.”
Francis arrived in Japan on August 15, 1549, the Feast of the Assumption. After
some months working there and living with the family of Anjiro, he wrote to
the Jesuits in Goa: “They are the best race yet discovered and | think that
among non-Christians their match will not easily be found.”
In comparison with the effects of his mission in South Asia, progress in Japan
was slow. Francis had great difficulty with the Japanese language. Much of the
time he was alone, suffering the isolation of living in a country, without
knowing the local language. The Abbot of a Zen monastery told a later
missionary that Francis was unable to explain the Christian teaching, owing to
his ignorance of Japanese, but his mere presence, face, character, obvious
sanctity, preached better than any words the truth of his message.

After his death, however, until the edict forbidding Christianity in 1614, the
Church in Japan flourished. The number of Catholics at the time the
persecution began was about 300,000, slightly less than what it is today. Many,
too, died as martyrs for the faith during the years of persecution.
secretary to Ignatius. This cannot have been an appealing work an outgoing
person like Francis.

In 1539 King John of Portugal asked the Pope for two Jesuits to go to India. Two
others were chosen, but at the last minute one of them fell ill, and Francis was
asked by Ignatius to take his place. He accepted.

Day 9: Death of Francis off the coast of China (December 3, 1552)

What can |, personally, learn from reflecting on the life of St. Francis?
Francis died of fever at the age of 46 on the island of Sanchian, within sight of
China. He did not achieve his ambition to reach the mainland. That was to be
the privilege of a fellow Jesuit, Matteo Ricci. His hope was that if China
accepted Christianity, all Asia would be open to the faith. His ambition was
greater than one person could ever achieve.

St. Francis Xavier is the patron saint of the missions. He has always been
exceptionally popular not only with Catholics, but with many non-Catholics,
too. He is probably the most famous of all Jesuits. He was canonised as a Saint
in 1622, together with St. Ignatius Loyola.

Saint Francis Xavier Novena Prayer

O most kind and loving saint, in union with you | adore the Divine Majesty.
The remembrance of the favours with which God blessed you during life, and
of your glory after death, fills me with joy; and | unite with you in offering to
God my humble tribute of thanksgiving and of praise.

| implore of you to secure for me, through your powerful intercession and
the all important blessing of living and dying in the state of grace. | also
beseech you to obtain the favour | ask in this Novena:

but if what I ask is not for the glory of God or for the good of my soul, obtain
for me what is most conducive to both. Amen.

Concluding Prayer

O God, who was pleased to gather unto your Church the people of the East
by the preaching and miracles of blessed Francis, mercifully grant that we
who honour his glorious merits, may also imitate the example of his virtues,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Jesus: And I will ask the Father, and He will give you
another Advocate to help you and be with you forever
John 14:16 NLT
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