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St. Francis Xavier Parish - Chinese Catholic Centre

438 Great Northern Way, Vancouver, B.C. V5T 4S5
- Fax: 604-254-7557
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Sunday, 30th November, 2025 (Year A)
First Sunday of Advent
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“Therefore, stay awake!” (Mark 24:42)

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Today is the First Sunday of Advent, which marks the start
of a new Liturgical Year. In the life of the Church, today is New
Year's Day, so let us wish each other a Happy New Year. The
Advent season is a time of anticipation for Christ to come into
our midst and into our hearts, and as such we need to make the
appropriate preparation. A new beginning is an invitation for
change, a reminder to wake up, to renew our resolution and to set
off on a new journey.

In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells us to “stay awake”, for in the
time of Noah, people were so caught up in their mundane tasks
that they neglected God and his commandments. Today, we are
also caught up with the business of work, school and family life
and it is easy to lose our focus and fall asleep in our faith.

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, at this time of
renewal, we are also celebrating the Feast Day of our patron,
Saint Francis Xavier. Our patron saint is a man of awareness, he
had a zeal that burned hot for God; his desire for evangelization
is unquenchable. He reminds us that true attentiveness to God is
a constant willingness to serve God, to allow faith to permeate
each area of our lives. As such, in this new year, [ would like to
invite and challenge all of you to do the following practices.

- Each day, explicitly invite God into your home
- Allow the Sabbath to truly be a day set aside for God and
family. Receive the Blessed Sacrament at mass and spend
quality time with family
... To be continued on p.3
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Mass Schedule

Saturday Anticipated Mass: 4:30pm (Mandarin)
Sunday Masses: 8:00am (Cantonese)

2:00pm (Mandarin)
Weekday Mass : Happy Manor 8am Monday to Saturday
SFX Parish 9am Monday to Saturday

Reconciliation| After Mass or By appointment: 604-254-2727

The Adoration Chapel is open from 8am to 7pm every day
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FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY OF
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Bring your family and friends for an evening of great
food, delightful performances, and lucky draws.
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WIN a 2025

Ford Maverick
+$40,000 in
Grand Prizes’

Multiple
$1,000 Early-
Bird Draws!

Knightsof C mbus (BC)
Annual Charity Apml

Grana Prize Deadline Dacember 13 t 12:01 AM

WIN $100,000 in prizes including a TICKETS
2025 Ford Maverick XLT AWD Grand Pnze 1 for $5

PRIZES 10 for $25

50 for $50 _mwe
1% Prize 2025 Ford Maverick XLT AWD i ‘
2"dPrize $25,000 4th Prize $5,000 i
3 Prize $10,000 5thtg14 th $ 1,000 each!--> Early Il’d Draws

N BUY TODAY for Council 10500
Sales Oct 1, 2025 to Dec 13, 2025, 8pm

| l “< EarlyBird Draws ...
\ ! Oct 6 (2x$1000), Oct 20 (2x$1000), Nov 3 (2x$1000)
== Nov 17 (2x$1000), Dec 5 (2x$1000)
—— I Main Draw Saturday December 13, 2025, 8:01pm
0 g An annual charity appeal of the Knights
. \ 2 ofCqumbus(Bg)Cp}:’arity Foundatigon
| WORKING TOGETHER TO MAKE OUR COMMUNITIES BETTER

Thank you for your Sup ort!

FOOD BANK
SUPPORT

& Archdiocese
of Vancouver
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- Imitate the virtue of our patron - love and forgive each
other at home, for this is a form of evangelization.
May the grace of God continue to accompany our

parish community so that we may become a family of God.
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, Advent is meant as
a time of preparation; let us set aside all anxiety for the
holiday, but focus on alertness, love and renewal. Through
the intercession of Saint Francis Xavier, may each of our
parishioners, and each of our family receive the zeal of
faith in the new liturgical year. The Church reminds us to
be alert in Advent, and to pray frequently, receive the
sacraments, go to confession, do works of charity and
works of mercy. May we do all these things so that we

may be credible witnesses of Christ.

Saint Francis Xavier, pray for us.
Fr. Chi Hung Ly, CSJB
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Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)

If you are interested in RCIA, please contact their
coordinator via email: rcia.sfx@gmail.com
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* December 3™ - St. Francis Xavier Parish 92nd

Anniversary Feast Day Celebration
St. Francis Xavier Parish celebrates the 92nd Anniversary
Feast Day Celebration. We will celebrate the Thanksgiving
Mass of the Feast of St. Francis Xavier on Wednesday,
December 3rd.
* 9:00 am English School Mass
* 7:30 pm Chinese (Cantonese & Mandarin) Mass
All parishioners are invited to celebrate with us.

* Dec 5th First Friday Devotion to the Sacred

Heart of Jesus and Eucharistic Adoration
7:30 pm Chinese Mass and Eucharistic Adoration until 9:00 pm.

* December 7th (Sunday) SFX English Advent

Retreat
Spiritual Director: Fr. Francis Ching, CC
Title: Mary Our Hope
Time: 11:15am Holy Mass
1:15pm to 4:15pm Retreat
Venue: St Francis Xavier Parish, Divine Mercy Room
Contact: Pamela Ho, 604-763-7782

* December 8th (Monday) Solemnity of the

Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin

Mary
9:00am: Chinese Mass
7:30pm: Trilingual Mass (Cantonese, Mandarin & English)
All parishioners are warmly invited to join the celebration, to
give thanks for the grace of the Immaculate Conception, and to
share in the joy and hope brought to the world through Our
Blessed Mother.
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* Dec 12 (Friday) - Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe

2nd Anniversary Memorial Mass for Sr. Veronica Tang
A Trilingual Memorial Mass (Cantonese, Mandarin & English)
will be held on Friday, December 12th at 7:30pm to
commemorate the second anniversary of Sr. Veronica Tang’s
(BRETL(EZL) passing. After the Mass, flowers will be offered
to Our Lady of Guadalupe, followed by the “Consecration to
Our Lady of Guadalupe”, entrusting ourselves to her loving
care. All parishioners are warmly invited to join in prayer and
love, remembering Sr. Tang and the faith-filled witness she
shared with us.

* December 14th (Sunday) SEX General Meeting

Fr. Joseph Ly will convene the SFX General Meeting on
Sunday, December 14th at 1:00pm in the St. Joseph Room to
plan for the 2026 Parish Activity Calendar. We invite all
Pastoral and Finance Council members, along with two
representatives from each sodality and group to participate.

* Dec.28 (Sunday) Holy Family Dinner Party 2025
The Holy Family Dinner Party will be held at 6:00 pm on Dec
28th. Tickets selling at PLC after Sunday Masses. Meal fee is
$20, $10 for children aged 6-12, and free for children under 5,
but registration and ticket collection are required. Participants
are requested to bring their own tableware (including cups,
plates, chopsticks, knives, forks, napkins, etc.) and take back
home for cleaning. Thank you for your co-operation.

*** We are seeking small gift/prize donations from sodalities
(around $50 each). All parishioners are also welcome to provide
gifts (of any value) for the lucky draw. Your generosity and
support is highly appreciated.

* Year 2026 Sunday Envelopes:
Year 2026 Sunday Envelopes are ready for pick up before or
after Sunday masses in front of parish office.

* “Keep Christ in Christmas” Poster Contest

The Knights of Columbus “Keep Christ in Christmas” poster
contest will begin on Nov. 22nd, 2025 to Dec. 7th, 2025 to
remind society that at Christmas we honor the “Birth of Jesus
Christ”. Contest entrants compete in one of three age groups —
ages 5-7, ages 8-10, and 11-14. Please obtain an official entry
form and poster paper provided from the Knight of Columbus
board or booth in the PLC. For more detailed information,
please contact Keith Ma (keithma.kofc10500@gmail.com). The
deadline for submitting your posters will be Dec 09, 2025.
Thank you in advance for your participation.

* Update Personal Particulars for Donation Receipt
Any changes in your personal particulars such as address
changes, tax receipt's name change, and please update them for
your donation tax receipt of 2025. To make sure the tax receipt
is ready and valid for the year 2025, please contact the Parish
Office by December 31, 2025.

* 2026 Calendars and New Christmas Card Collection

On behalf of Archdiocese of Vancouver’s Prison Ministry, the
ladies club will collect the above items during Advent season.
Please drop items off at PLC where there is a box marked

“ Collection”. Deadline will be January 4, 2026. Thank you for
your support.

SFX Parish Bulletin, email: sfx.parish.bulletin@gmail.com. Deadline of Submission: Thursdays at 8pm for announcement, Wednesdays at 8pm for

photos ***All announcements must obtain approval by parish pastor. Parish Bulletin Committee reserves the right of publication and final edition***
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Novena of Grace in Honour of Saint Francis Xavier

http..//www.sacredspace.ie/novenas/francisxavier

We suggest that you: 1. read the story from the life of Saint Francis, 2. ponder on the 'Reflection’' for a few minutes, 3. pray the novena prayer

Day 7: The mission of Francis in South Asia — 1542-1549 (part 3)
Francis Xavier spent seven years on the South India coast, constantly
travelling up and down, preaching, teaching, consoling, comforting, begging
for the poor, visiting the sick.

Francis believed that those who were not baptised were destined never to
share the delights of heaven. But he also wanted to share the love of Christ
with others. His journeys became part of his urgent task to baptise as many
people as possible. He baptised thousands of people. Francis always saw a
person as a whole, body, mind and spirit. He was concerned about material
needs as well as spiritual ones.

As the extent of the continent of Asia, with the populous nations of India,
Japan and China, became apparent to him, Francis appealed to Ignatius for
others to share the work with him.

Day 8: Francis, First Missionary to Japan (1549-1551)

Do | find strength in my prayer and in my relationship with Jesus?
During his years in South Asia, Francis visited Malacca in Malaysia on a
number of occasions It was there he met and converted his first Japanese.
Anjiro made a deep impression on him. Francis wrote to Ignatius, “If all the
Japanese are as keen to learn as Anjiro...they must have the most enquiring
minds of any people in the lands hitherto discovered.”

Francis arrived in Japan on August 15, 1549, the Feast of the Assumption.
After some months working there and living with the family of Anjiro, he
wrote to the Jesuits in Goa: “They are the best race yet discovered and |
think that among non-Christians their match will not easily be found.”
In comparison with the effects of his mission in South Asia, progress in Japan
was slow. Francis had great difficulty with the Japanese language. Much of
the time he was alone, suffering the isolation of living in a country, without
knowing the local language. The Abbot of a Zen monastery told a later
missionary that Francis was unable to explain the Christian teaching, owing
to his ignorance of Japanese, but his mere presence, face, character,
obvious sanctity, preached better than any words the truth of his message.
After his death, however, until the edict forbidding Christianity in 1614,
the Church in Japan flourished. The number of Catholics at the time the

persecution began was about 300,000, slightly less than what it is today.

Many, too, died as martyrs for the faith during the years of persecution.
secretary to Ignatius. This cannot have been an appealing work an outgoing
person like Francis.

In 1539 King John of Portugal asked the Pope for two Jesuits to go to India. Two
others were chosen, but at the last minute one of them fell ill, and Francis was
asked by Ignatius to take his place. He accepted.

Day 9: Death of Francis off the coast of China (December 3, 1552)

What can |, personally, learn from reflecting on the life of St. Francis?
Francis died of fever at the age of 46 on the island of Sanchian, within sight of
China. He did not achieve his ambition to reach the mainland. That was to be
the privilege of a fellow Jesuit, Matteo Ricci. His hope was that if China
accepted Christianity, all Asia would be open to the faith. His ambition was
greater than one person could ever achieve.

St. Francis Xavier is the patron saint of the missions. He has always been
exceptionally popular not only with Catholics, but with many non-Catholics,
too. He is probably the most famous of all Jesuits. He was canonised as a Saint
in 1622, together with St. Ignatius Loyola.

N

Saint Francis Xavier Novena Prayer

O most kind and loving saint, in union with you | adore the Divine Majesty.
The remembrance of the favours with which God blessed you during life, and
of your glory after death, fills me with joy; and I unite with you in offering to
God my humble tribute of thanksgiving and of praise.

I implore of you to secure for me, through your powerful intercession and
the all important blessing of living and dying in the state of grace. | also
beseech you to obtain the favour | ask in this Novena:

but if what | ask is not for the glory of God or for the good of my soul, obtain
for me what is most conducive to both. Amen.

Concluding Prayer

0O God, who was pleased to gather unto your Church the people of the East
by the preaching and miracles of blessed Francis, mercifully grant that we
who honour his glorious merits, may also imitate the example of his virtues,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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( St. Francis Xavier )
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Pope's prayer Intention for November 2025 S0 B35 B LAk £ Ao i

a »

For the prevention of suicide 6. %= AT EH 2

Let us pray that those who are struggling with suicidal thoughts [ %4 %548 i) i
might find the support, care and love they need in their $EEHE ] A5 88k Zoom kB,

community, and be open to the beauty of life.

*BA WP S X ENRER T 21 © (604) 761-
Pope's prayer Intention for December 2025 8737 3 4 °

For Christians in areas of conflict
~ FEEREE LA BRI R A

ST. FAUSTINA

Let us pray that Christians living in areas of war or conflict,
especially in the Middle East, might be seeds of peace,
reconciliation, and hope.
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Weare Here to Help  ZPB7ELL AR

Serving Our Catholic Community Since 1908
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Claudia Cho

Alex Huang

Jeannette Fong

Funcral Director Pre-Need Advisor
Pre-Need Advisor
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Vancouver Manager
Funeral Director

All Natural Chinese Health Clinic Ltd
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BC Reglstered TCM & Acupuncturlst

Yuen Tai Hong®
Herbal Centre

530 Main St, Vancouver, BC V6A 2T9
(7178) 688-8937

Andrew Law
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778 889 0665 s 2

andrewGlawrealtyca 2573 Kingsway Vancouver BC V5R 5H3

%3 604-600-5658 (Wendy Zhang)
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Alison Law

Wealth Management

I EdwardJones
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Alison Law, CFA, CPA, CMA
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BE: alison.law@nbc.ca
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Financial Advisor
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Our Team draws from our in-depth knowledge of
Catholic tradition to ensure your Loved one’s funeral

is carried out with dignity and care.

BERKRE  SXEBRE, WAF=HESL
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Call today to ask abour our FREE Pre-Planning guide booklet
and how to save money by locking in costs.

SRR R RER R BN A 1

Vancouver
604 736 0268 450 West 2" Avenue

Cloverdale | Fraser Valley

Burquitlam

New Westminster | Burnaby
n www.KearneyFS.com
@ www.BurquitlamFuneralHome.ca

RSR Family Holdings Ltd

Jesus: And I will ask the Father, and He will give you
another Advocate to help you and be with you forever
John 14:16 NLT

= Advocate
Dental

SHEITR

5411 West Boulevard Vancouver V6M 3W5

778-907-0734/ 604-218-1298(Emergency)
info@advocatedental.ca

www.advocatedental.ca
The Holy Spirit advocates for your soul; we advocate for your smile ©

BeMoh ~ BEEE
Te g - % 2| Tongleslie) Li #&
Insurance Specialist

www.integratire.com
604.751.6185

tong.li@insuranceany.cc

Dr. Jimmy Loo [ #58H A28 |-
HBIB204E FFREGFEER
3~ R B

integra

IntegraTire
Auto Centre

James Lin

Manager

140-3411 Ne.3 Rd. Richmond BC
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5622 Imperial St.
Burnaby, BC, V5J 1E9
604-430-6666 (O)
604-803-2628 (M)
604-435-2557 (F)

Oil & Brake change, Battery M°,f ’:“": Lcwf‘f’y Travel

replacement Services
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Rermanen lots - zamly Gardens - Sremation Niches

Fleiale paymart plans. Pra-plan with peace af mind, your way,

WWW.Vivianjun.com
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Camplimentzry Family Esace Planting Guide zvailable
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