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St. Francis Xavier Parish - Chinese Catholic Centre

438 Great Northern Way, Vancouver, B.C. V5T 4S5
® 3 Tel: 604-254-2727 & 2 Fax: 604-254-7557
@ 28 Email: parish.sfx@rcav.org ,.Jbia_ Website: http://sfx.rcav.org

Sunday, 9th August, 2026 (Year A)

Nineteenth Sunday in
Ordinary Time
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“Take heart ! It is I. Do not be afraid!”

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

In today’s Gospel, the disciples are caught in a violent storm at
sea. Their boat is battered by the waves, and they are filled with
fear. At the darkest moment, Jesus comes to them, walking on the
water, and says these powerful words: “Take heart ! It is I. Do
not be afraid!” These words were not spoken only to the
Apostles—they are also spoken to each one of us today.

Our own lives are often like that stormy sea. We all face trials:
difficulties in our families, pressures at work, health concerns,
conflicts in our relationships, and even moments of weakness in
our faith. At times, we are like Peter. We begin by stepping out in
faith toward Jesus, but when we focus more on the wind and the
waves than on the Lord, we become afraid, we begin to doubt, and
we start to sink.

Yet when Peter cried out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus
immediately reached out His hand and caught him. This is the
God we believe in. He does not abandon us because of our
weakness. Instead, He reaches out with His loving hand precisely
when we need Him most.

In today’s second reading, St. Paul says, “I have great sorrow
and unceasing anguish in my heart.” Even in the midst of deep
suffering, he did not abandon Christ or stop proclaiming the
Gospel. He was willing to endure everything so that more people
might come to know Christ. His example reminds us that
authentic faith does not mean living without difficulties; rather, it
means trusting God in the midst of those difficulties and
courageously bearing witness to Christ.

...To be continued on p.3
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Pastor
Rev. Chi Hung (Joseph) Ly, CSJB

Assistant Pastor
Rev. Thomas Truong, CSJB
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Mass Schedule
Saturday Anticipated Mass: 4:30pm (Mandarin)

2:00pm (Mandarin)
Weekday Mass : Happy Manor 8am Monday to Saturday
SFX Parish 9am Monday to Saturday

After Mass or By appointment: 604-254-2727

The Adoration Chapel is open from 8am to 7pm every day
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The Project Advance Donation Appeal of 2026

is starting now. If anyone wishes to make a
donation, you can make the donation in person
with parish office or you can also make a
donation online through Archdiocese website:
https://support.rcav.org/project-advance/
Please make your generous donation now.
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Dear brothers and sisters, our parish is currently carrying out an
Eight-Year Pastoral Plan with the theme: “The Path of Faith
Renewal Begins with Oneself.” Renewal does not begin by waiting
for the world around us to change. It begins when we allow the
Lord to renew our own hearts. Through daily prayer, frequent
participation in the Holy Mass, worthy reception of the Holy
Eucharist, and time spent in Eucharistic Adoration, we come to
experience more deeply that Jesus truly walks with us.

Every time we participate in the Mass and receive the Holy
Eucharist, we are doing far more than observing a religious ritual.
We are encountering the Risen Christ Himself. He enters our lives,
our families, our struggles, and even the storms we face. When we
welcome Jesus into our hearts, we hear Him speak once again:

“Take heart ! It is I. Do not be afraid!”
May the peace and joy of Christ remain with you always.
Fr. Chi Hung Ly, CSJB
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* Aug 12 (Wednesday) Celebrating the Jubllee of

St. Francis
As part of our Jubilee celebration of St. Francis, all parishioners
are warmly invited to a special Mass celebrated by Most Rev.
John Baptist Huang, O.F.M., Bishop of Tainan.

Date: Wednesday, August 12, 2026

Time: 9:00 a.m.

Location: St. Francis Xavier Parish, Vancouver

Please join us as we give thanks to God, celebrate this Jubilee,
and renew our commitment to live the Gospel in the spirit of St.
Francis.

* Aug 15 (Saturday): Solemnity of the

Assumption of the Blessed Virg¢in Mary
Saturday, August 15, is the Solemnity of the Assumption of
the Blessed Virgin Mary. On this joyful feast, the Church
celebrates that, at the end of her earthly life, the Blessed
Virgin Mary was assumed body and soul into heavenly glory.
Her Assumption is a sign of the hope and promise of the
resurrection that awaits all who faithfully follow Christ.

A Chinese Mass will be celebrated at 9:00 a.m. All
parishioners are warmly invited to join us in giving thanks to
God, honoring Our Blessed Mother, and asking for her loving
intercession as we continue our journey of faith.

* 2026 SFX Walkathon

All parishioners, families, and friends are warmly invited to
participate in the St. Francis Xavier Parish Walkathon on
September 20, 2026. Let us walk together in support of our
parish community.

All proceeds from the event will go toward repairing the
church roof, helping provide a safer and better place of prayer
and worship for our parish family. Your participation and
support are not only acts of generosity but also meaningful
contributions to the continued care of our spiritual home.

A complimentary Iunch will be served at the Parish Life
Centre (PLC) after the walkathon. Parishioners are also
welcome to sponsor and support our priests and Sisters
participating in the event. Representatives of parish Sodalities
and groups are asked to pick up pledge forms at the PLC.

Let us join together, walk with one heart, and help strengthen
the parish we call home.

* Happy Manor Senior Home Room Available

Happy Manor Senior Home currently has vacancy, please
apply to parish office for room visit arrangement.
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St. Maximilian Maria Kolbe, O.F.M. Conv. (1894-1941) was a Polish Conventual Franciscan priest, missionary,
publisher, and martyr. Born as Raymond Kolbe in Zdunska Wola, Poland, he entered the Conventual Franciscan
Order at a young age and took the religious name Maximilian. He was ordained a priest in 1918 after studying
philosophy and theology in Rome.

Deeply devoted to the Blessed Virgin Mary, he founded the Militia Immaculatae (Army of the Immaculate) in
1917 to inspire people to grow in holiness through total consecration to Mary. Using modern means of
communication, he established one of the largest Catholic publishing apostolates in Europe at Niepokalanéw
("City of the Immaculate"), publishing newspapers and magazines that reached millions of readers. He later served
as a missionary in Japan, where he founded a monastery and continued evangelization through the Catholic press.

During the Second World War, Fr. Kolbe opened his monastery to shelter thousands of refugees, including many
Jews. In 1941 he was arrested by the Nazi authorities and sent to the Auschwitz concentration camp. After a
prisoner escaped, ten men were condemned to die of starvation. Hearing one prisoner cry out for his wife and
children, Fr. Kolbe voluntarily offered to take his place.

After two weeks in the starvation bunker, he was the last survivor. He was eventually put to death by lethal
injection on 14 August 1941. His heroic act of self-sacrificing love became a powerful witness to the Gospel.

Pope St. Paul VI beatified him in 1971, and Pope St. John Paul II canonized him in 1982, proclaiming him the
"Martyr of Charity." Today, St. Maximilian Kolbe is remembered as a model of unwavering faith, Marian
devotion, missionary zeal, and selfless love.

SFX Parish Bulletin, email: sfx.parish.bulletin@gmail.com. Deadline of Submission: Thursdays at 8pm for announcement, Wednesdays at 8pm for photos
*** Bilingual submissions are preferred. The parish pastor reserves all rights to publish submissions without objection.***
Please note: If an organization or its event is not listed in the SFX Parish Church calendar, please submit an application in advance by email:
parish.sfx@rcav.org and a copy (cc) sfx.parish.bulletin@gmail.com. After approval by the parish pastor,
the parish office will reply by email and the Parish Bulletin Committee will arrange for publication.
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Prayer in Honour of the Assumption
of the Blessed Virgin Mary

O Immaculate Virgin, Mother of God
and Mother of men,
we believe with all the fervour of our faith,
in your triumphal Assumption,
both body and soul, into heaven,
where you are acclaimed as Queen
by all the choirs of angels
and all the legions of the saints.

And we unite with them to praise and bless the Lord,
who has exalted you above all other pure creatures
and to offer you the tribute of our devotion
and our love.

Amen

he-assumption-of-the-blessed-virgin-mary/
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